
Bums and smoke inhalation

Source: Patlenrs olFirc Osualties in tlome Fires byAge md Sex, 1989 to 199:1, by IioinaM. Sla!,ton
md Alison Millef, NFPA, Septe Lber 1995.

IABLE 2

Fire Eecrth Rctes per Million People
in Hornes by Ccruse ol Fire cnd Age oi Vittim

by Selecled Age Group, t989-to 1993

Dlechical distribotion 1.4 2.1 4.2 I0.l
Cooking 1.3 1.9 3? 7.3
Orhe r  ' . 6  3 .5  8  3  t " . 2

Cunently, one-eighth of the U.S. popula-
tion is over thc age of 65. This is project
ed to increase to one fifth by the year
2030.

Adults age 65 and over experience high-
er home l ire dcath rates than every
o rhp r  r g i ' g roup  i n  l ho  I h i l cd  S ta los ,  ex
cept children age 5 and under.

Between 1989 alld 1993, adults age 65
and over averaged 12.6 percent of the
U.S. population, yet they accounted for
25.0 percient of the civilian fire deaths.
This works out to 963 fire dealhs per
yeax. Adults ages 20 to 49 made up 45.7
percent of the population in this same
period, but only accounted for 30.2 per
cent of the civilian fire deaths.

Older adults had twice the national fire
death rate a.nd the older the group, the
higher the risk. The rate for those 85 and
over was roughly four times the national
fire death rate.

In 1982, fire victims age 65 zurd over ac
coun ted  l o r  22 .2  pe rcen t  o f  a l l  f i r e
deaths. In 1993, it ra''as 26.4 percent.
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Why crre older rrdults
rno?e ctl risk of being
killed or iniured in
q fire?
.  Many older adults ci i  !ralk uel l ,  mik-
ing escape from hre more diflicult.

. Forty-six percent of Americans over
age 85 are affected by disabilities, includ

Horr to
reqch older .rdults
The  NFPA 'S  Cen re r  f o r  R jgh -R i sk
Oulreach has lhe fol lowing sugges-
l iohs lor effecl ivcly sprcading f ire
sa-fety information to older adult6.

. Use a sars serif trpe and a print
size of at least 12 point in printed
maierials.

. Use uncoated paper with a matte
finish to help to cut down on glare.

.  I  se  b lack  l J?c  on  a  wh i l e  bacL
ground-it's easiest to read.

. Poftray older adults in positiv€,
active roles in all artwork.

ing inimobili5', hea-ring and vision impair-
ments, and memory loss.

. Bpcause many oldef a' lulLs tpar crime,
they use security devices such a-s bars,
grates, and double cylinder dead bolts.
Dufing a fire, these devices may trap
older adults inside their homes.

Oleler qelulls need fire
cofetlr inforrncrtion

O n l y  5  p e r c e n r  o f  o l L l e r  a d u l r s  l i ! e  i n
nursing institutions, so educational el
fods should target older adults in their
owll homes.

. Remind older adults to skne rnatches
and l ighters up high, away from chi l-
dren's reach. The Amedcan AssociaurorL
of Retired People estimates that 3.4 mil-
lion children cufently live in households
headed by grandpaxents.

. Encourage older adults to instal l  a
sn roko  d r . t e r ' t ( , r  on  ,  vp f y  l avp l  o f  r he i
homes.
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