85 and Over

Source: Patterns of Fire Casualties in Home Fires by Age and Sex, 1989 to 1993, by Donna M. Slayton
and Alison Miller, NFPA, September 1995.

TABLE 2

Fire Death Rates per Million People
in Homes by Cause of Fire and Age of Victim
by Selected Age Group, 1989 to 1993
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Currently, one-eighth of the U.S. popula-
tion is over the age of 65. This is project-
ed to increase to one-fifth by the year
2030.

Adults age 65 and over experience high-

Why are older adulis
more af risk of being
killed or injured in

a fire?

e Many older adults can't walk well, mak-
ing escape from fire more difficult.

ing immobility, hearing and vision impair-
ments, and memory loss.

¢ Because many older adults fear crime,
they use security devices such as bars,
grates, and double-cylinder dead bolts.
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